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Six years of PhD study has greatly changed my life. | have never imagined | would have
the opportunities to encounter many people | have encountered and even worked with, and to
experience those experiences and create those stories. First of all, | extend my enormous gratitude
to my PhD advisor Prof. Jonathon Wright. He is the person | owe the most debt for in my grad
school. He always encourages and requires me to search, try, and figure out problems on my
own. | have changed from someone who tends to avoid coding and stay glued to subroutines, to
someone who now enjoys and is relatively confident in coding for my research. | also thank him
for being so gracious in his character. I also extend my gratitude to all faculty members in DESS
and those | met abroad—the encouragement and support | get throughout my grad school gave
me important passion and strength to work in this field. | thank my lucky star to get the chance
to encounter and work with my collaborative advisor at Berkeley—Prof. David Romps. | was
always amazed by the great insights, fascinating quick-maths, eye-balling, penciling out simple
models, etc.—it was my great fortune to witness them. | am grateful to get a flavor of "science".

I am also very fortunate to have made many great friends. Some of them are always warm
and close-by, sharing my ups and downs. | especially thank friends (and also teachers) who have
given me great help when | got my ankle fractured. That experience makes me question myself
for what | can bring to other people. Some other friends are very devoted to science, always
so enthusiastic and patient when | ask them scientific questions, and can always give me good
answers with insights that make me feel delightful. During my PhD, especially abroad, | met
many inspiring women scientists who not only do good work but are also very supportive—they
introduced me to people, gave me advice on many aspects. | hope | can grow to be an inspiring
and supportive woman scientist as well. | also hope there are more and more women science
students in China can get good resource and supports to pursue a scientific career. Finally and
most importantly, | hope my work and conducts in future deserve all these fortune and grace that
I have had in my grad school.
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