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On Regulation

[0 Author / Xin Zhang

Every time I saw people cycling or riding scooters in
inverse paths without any protection of helmet, along with
mobile cars passing by in high speeds, I just could not help
wondering whether these people were aware of the danger
they faced with. This is never a single case here in Beijing,
the capital city, and possibly the most jammed city in Chi-
na. In tunnels, highways and overpasses where non-motor
vehicles are strictly prohibited from entering, you can still
see brave riders confidently put themselves onto the per-
ilous circumstances. It is true that people rarely run into
an actual on-road accident due to their actions of breaking
traffic laws and regulations. That is, only a very small part
of people encountered with traffic accidents owing to their
misbehavior of intentionally breaking laws. Whereas prob-
ability could not explain everything. If the tragedy indeed
happens, it is doomed to be a life-long wound for every
participant in the accident, even their families and friends.

In China, when we take part in the qualification test
of driving license, there are four subjects altogether that a
potential driver candidate should be taken part in, two of
which are related to transportation regulations and terms
of relevant laws. Each step includes hundreds of questions
regarding how people should react properly as an important
part of the traffic system. Yet the irreplaceable education is
solely limited to the driver’s license test. After all, for cy-
clers and pedestrians, there is no need for them to acquire
a license. That may partly unveil the reason for the mess
we witness on road in daily routine. After all, pedestrians

and riders without any on-road certificates composes an

indispensable part of transportation, and they sometimes
encroach on other’s rights when travelling on the way.

It is interesting to dig into the minds of the rule-break-
ers. Are they just too thoughtless to bear the regulations
in mind? Or are they just not informative enough to know
these regulations? To answer these questions, maybe we
could seek help from some prestigious philosophers. The
famous Swiss educator Piaget developed a well-known
theory which is called Cognitive Development Psychology.
The theory consists of many aspects of child’s intellectual
development and one important theory he pointed out is
very impressive to me. He insisted that child’s moral cogni-
tion can be divided into several stages (levels), and the vari-
ance follows the aging of child as individual is more active-
ly involved into social events. One core finding of his moral
development theory elaborates that child will gradually
come to concretely realize the intrinsic side of regulation,
that it is not absolute but a way for humans to cooperate
and get along. In this day and age, we still frequently hear
the cliché that regulation is too solid to be altered by such
emotional animal like humans, yet the 19-century theory
already clarifies this misunderstanding.

It is understandable that person is always emotional.
That is the way we conceive the world and react to the
surrounding environment. Yet if there is no regulation, no
respect for the regulation, the total world would definitely
grow into an unsolvable mystery. Emotion is subjective,
yet regulation is objective. Individuality of human beings

should no doubt be kept, but when confronting with con-
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flicting circumstances, people ought to refer to correspond-
ing regulation via reasonable explanations and figure out
one feasible way to get rid of dilemmas.

Opponents may still assert that regulations are always
dogmatic and inflexible. Diversity of people’s characteris-
tics is so splendid that has to be favored and cherished in
all-round ways, otherwise all human races are molded into
entirely identical features when effected with regulations.
Stubborn dogmatism is never praiseworthy. However, this
philosophy neglects the deep meaning of regulation. Reg-
ulation is not immutable at all; it is flowing, evolving, and
consistently upgrading. Regulations, no matter domestic
or overseas, are always in its way of transforming into the
newer version that fit into the new era to a more substantial
extent. Take the regulation of traffic in China as an exam-
ple. Before, it did not attach much importance on the drunk
drivers. Though it is a severe violation of regulation be-
cause of putting other’s life into severe danger, drivers that
committed the mistake were seldom caught and punished.
And the penalty is too slight to get people’s acknowledge-
ment and concentration. As some appalling accidents oc-
curred in China several years ago which had taken dozens
of people’s lives away, including innocent children and
fragile pregnant women, the whole society condemns these
unforgivable acts and appeals to stringent revision for relat-
ed regulations. Previous tiny punishments for drunk drivers
now turn into jails that last for weeks, months or years, and
accidents involving casualty must procedure in both crimi-
nal actions and civil litigations. At the current stage, people

with different background of moral and mental characters

e

are all well-acknowledged that driving after drinking is a
crime that should be strictly banned. This shows not only
the temporal self-enhancement in regulations, but also the
effectiveness of reshaping people’s minds regarding cogni-
tion and morality as a result of public consensus in regula-
tions.

Here another question might arise: should all people
be timid in front of the force of regulations and laws? From
my point of view, the answer is not simply yes or no. It is
all about extent. Being timid is another expression of hold-
ing in awe and veneration, and this mentally respect would
undoubtedly foster the development of individuals’ virtues.
Regulations are presented not only to people but also for
people. Setting baselines for people’s actions are the funda-
mental role of regulation, yet it is not at all the only purpose
of regulation. Holding back the bottom lines is just one
step, the ultimate goal is for individuals to assimilate those
regulations inherently and further show their responsibili-
ties whenever they meet up with similar difficulties in daily
lives whenever the opportunity is mature. And that is in ac-
cordance with the theory brought up by Piaget.

All in all, people thoughts about regulations may vary
a lot based on one’s education background, structural ac-
knowledgement and moral cognition, yet we should stick
to the position that regulation is both a fore-warning of
behaviors and a post-punishment of people’s inappropriate
acts. We must take the initiatives to respect for regulations
wholeheartedly. Although regulations may be imperfect,
people should spare no effort to make them better. That is

how regulations and people are interacted with each other.
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